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Office Action Summary 



Art Unit 

1762 



Rebecca A. Blanton ^ 

- The MAILING DATE of th.s communication appear s on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

. If NO period for reply is specified above the °^ P^^^^^^ ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )ia Responsive to communication(s) filed on 19 March 2001 . 
2a)Q This actionis FINAL. 2b)|gl This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance -cePt for fo- Tsfo G° z'l '° " 

closed in accoixlance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 o.c.. J. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1 is/are rejected. 

?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or bD objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

1 !)□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a daim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAll b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 □ copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a daim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional applicat.on). 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a daim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

n-*.M mrnj^QO^ 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s) 

Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) ' ^ ^ — v 



1) ^^., — ^ , 

2) □ Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PT0.1449) Paper No(s) 



5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: 
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Application/Control Number: 09/810,392 ^^9® ^ 

Art Unit: 1762 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: the wording of lines 
2-3 should be written so as to clearly explain the claim limitations. Appropriate 
correction is required. The examiner suggests writing line 2 as follows: 

"...comprising the steps of first diluting a PU resin by adding the PU resin to a 
DMF solvent, followed by adding and mixing mildewproof, antibacterial and aromatic 
agents into the resin-solvent mixture..." 

Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: the wording of lines 
15-17 should be written so as to clearly explain the claim limitations. Appropriate 
correction is required. The examiner suggests writing lines 15-17 as follows: 

"...antibacterial and the aromatic agents; therefore, the mildewproof, 
antibacterial, and aromatic agents can combine with the grip rubber thereby eliminating 
odor and imparting resistance to mildew and bacteria." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the exercise device" in line 1 . There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the PU resin" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim 1 recites the limitation "the DMF solvent" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the mildewproof ' in line 3. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the antibacterial" in line 3. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the non-woven fabrics" in line 10. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claim 1 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

Claim 1 is allowable because of the applicant's limitation of forming grip rubber 
by first adding PU resin to a DMF solvent, followed by the addition of mildew-resistant 
and antibacterial agents, wherein the mixture is then spread onto a non-woven fabric, 
which is molded into an exercise device distinguishes over Hill et al. (U.S. 6,218,492) 
because while the reference teaches the addition of antibacterial and mildew-resistant 
agents to grip rubber. Hill et al. does not teach the use of a PU resin to form the grip 
rubber. 

None of the prior art of record teaches or makes obvious the applicant's claimed 
invention of forming grip rubber for an exercise device by first adding PU resin to a DMF 
solvent, followed by the addition of mildew-resistant and antibacterial agents, wherein 
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the mixture is then spread onto a non-woven fabric, which is molded into the grip rubber 
portion of an exercise device. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rebecca A. Blanton whose telephone number is 703- 
605-4295. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F (7:30am - 3:30pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Shrive P. Beck can be reached on 703-308-2333. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9310 
for regular communications and 703-872-931 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0661. 
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